Interaction of Tritrichomonas foetus with the reproductive tract of experimentally infected female BALB/c mice: ultrastructural evaluation.
The interaction of Tritrichomonas foetus with its host is a complex process that involves colonisation, attachment and persistence. The goal of the present study was to describe the interaction of T. foetus with the genital tract using a model of non-oestrogenised female BALB/c mice which had been intravaginally infected with a suspension of T. foetus during oestrus. Animals were sacrificed after 10 weeks and the uteri fixed and processed for light and electron microscopy. Ultrastructural analysis showed that the attached protozoa interacted with the mucosa through a somal projection. With an amorphous secretion at the protozoa-host cell interface. There was no direct contact between the protozoal plasma membrane and the epithelial cell membrane. Our results demonstrated the participation of an active phagocytosis and the destruction of T. foetus by eosinophils.